Aquaculture Education:
Shellfish Sanitation

Bureau of Public Health



Why the concern?

Bivalve shellfish are filter feeders and pose a unique
risk to consumers

Potentially vectors of illness due to raw or lightly
cooked consumption

- Can transmit viruses, vibrio and biotoxins
. Clean water = clean bivalve shellfish

Prevention of post-harvest contamination = bivalve
shellfish remain clean
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" Shellfish and public health
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noticed large numbers of ilinesses associated with
consumption of raw bivalve shellfish

1924 there was a widespread typhoid fever outbreak

Surgeon General developed the first control measures
to ensure a safe shellfish supply
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~ National Shellfish Sanitation Progral

State/federal/industry cooperative
program recognized by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) and
the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation
Conference (ISSC)




" NSSR Model Ordinance

- Growing Area Classification

- Establishes water quality standards

- Establishes biotoxin limits

- Establishes safe handling and tracdoack capability
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with regard to bivalve shellfish sanitation

- Evidence it is not contaminated by fecal material
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- Evidence biotoxins are not present (PSP, ASP, DSP)
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~Growing Area Classifications
Approved z direct to market

Conditionally Approved z predictable conditions
(rainfall, river flow, marinas, seasonal use)

Restricted 7 product must be depurated or relayed

Conditionally Restricted - predictable conditions,
product must be depurated or relayed

Prohibited z nothing but seed harvest
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“"Marine Sanitation Devices

You must have a MSD available

Canbeab gal bucket with a tight fitting lid labeled
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DO NOT put waste overboard; fecal material and
vomitus can contaminate your shellfish and cause
lInesses.
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egal Notice for Pollution Closures
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- https://www.maine.gov/dmr/

- https://www.maine.gov/dmr/shellfish -sanitation-
management/index.html

- https://www.maine.gov/dmr/shellfish -sanitation-
management/closures/pollution.htm|

- https://www.maine.gov/dmr/shellfish -sanitation-
management/closures/documents/14.pdf
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losure Notifications

1-800-2324733
or
207-624-7727



